
Volume 36, Issue 2             February 2010  

Garden Talk 
Florence Gardens Mobile Home Association  
3830 N. Florence Blvd., Florence AZ 85132  

(520) 868 - 4770  
Board of Directors  

 
Harold Hall, President 

520-868-1240 
 

Mel Pittmon, Vice President 
503-703-0003ðcell 

 
Bill Qualls, Maintenance 

520-233-3320ðcell 
 

Jim Baker, Building Operations  
520-868-9787 

 
Marian Heyliger, Public Relations 

520-868-0337 
 

************************************* 
Office Manager, Janet Grogitsky 

 
Asst. Office Mgr, Marilyn OôNeill 

 
     Receptionist, Sherri Gaskins 
 
  **************************  

 

Editor: Marilyn OõNeill 

Printers: Phil and Alice Winn 

& JR and Rae Bressler 

 

Winter Office Hours: 
MondayñFriday 

9:00 amñ4:00 pm 

 

   Officeéééééé520-868-4770 

   Faxééééééé.520-868-1822 

 
Web Site 

www.florence-gardens-az.com 

 

 

OPEN BOARD MEETING  
AT THE CLUBHOUSE  

 
February 10, 2010 ð10:00 AM  

 
February 24, 2010 ð10:00 AM                                                            

************************************************* 
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AT 10:00 A.M. 
ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2010 

AT 
THE FLORENCE GARDENS CLUBHOUSE 

 

****************************************** 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
   

Acknowledgments  Page    2-3      

General Information  Pages 4-13  

Points of Contact  Page 14 

Dining, Crafts & Activities  Pages   15-28 

Advertisements   Pages  29-38      

Churches   Page    39    

Schedule of Activities  Page 40-44  

February Calendar  Page    45    

    



Florence Gardens Mobile Home Association  

2 

Jack Brewer  
 

Jack passed away January 3, 2010 in Washington state.  He was born in Leathbridge, 
Canada on April 29, 1910, and almost reached his 100th birthday.  Jack was a veteran of 
WWII and had seem many changes in his life time.  One of his favorite passions was his 
gardening in Washington and also here in Florence Gardens.  He loved coming down here 
for the winters and will be sadly missed by his wife, Sylvia, of 69 years and his daughter, 
Jackie. 

 
MEMORIAL 

 
A Memorial will be held for Dennis Austad on Wednesday, February 6th at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Florence Gardens Annex.  Would like family and friends to come.  A luncheon will 
follow at our home - 3723 N. North Dakota Avenue. 

 
HEAD START THANKS US AGAIN  

Submitted by Elaine Linke  
 

Shannon, the Family Advocate for the Florence Head Start Program talked briefly at the 
Saturday Coffee.  She felt her time was limited so I am expressing what she would like to 
have said.  Because of your generous donations and because we couldnôt get perishables 
we donated money and Shannon used it.  She ended up finding out what was needed by 
seven families and then went to the Food Bank at the Baptist Church.  After getting food 
from the Food Bank, she shopped with your money and delivered gifts and food.  And for 
you sewers -- The bibs you made for the little boy with a cleft pallet were great. 
 
Shannon told me all the families were amazed and grateful.  Some said without these gifts 
and food, there would have been no Christmas.  She and the teachers loved playing 
Santa. 

 

CONDOLENCES 
 

David Barber of 3715 N. North Dakota passed away early Friday morning, January 29th. 
A Memorial Service will be held on Sunday, January 31st at 4:00 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Florence. 
 
The family has requested memorial contributions be made to the First Presbyterian Church 
of Florence. 

Agnes Barber and Family 



Florence Gardens Mobile Home Association  

3 

 

A very big thank you to all who helped and to the ones who came to Phil Bouleyôs Memorial. 
 
        Florence Stone 

 

THANKS!  
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2010 Canada Dinner, all the volunteers, and donors 
who gave such lovely gifts and souvenirs.  Special thanks are extended to George Ward and his 
kitchen staff for a wonderful meal, Jean McNeal for entertaining us and accompanying Peter 
Burdoff and Barb Perkins as they led us in the national anthems.  Bill Beckett for saying grace 
and to Annna Hanna for doing all the shopping and giving us advice when we asked. 
 
The proceeds from the dinner will be used to help four different areas of our parks and will be 
announced at a later date. 
        Jim & Bev Roberts 
        Lorne & Edna Lowe 

 
I BELIEVE  

 
I Believe my wife, Carol, is in Heaven with God.  I Believe I am in Heaven here on earth.  With 
the enormous turn out for Carolôs Celebration of Life Memorial, Florence Gardens and Caliente 
have to be as close to Heaven as you can get.  My family and I cannot thank you enough for the 
sharing of memories, condolences, sympathy cards, prayer cards and your coming to share the 
day with us.  Especially those of you who helped in any way.  You people are the most            
wonderful people in the world and I could never live in any place else.  Millions of thank youôs .  I 
feel as though I can never repay you for your kindness. 
 
        Lornie Bachman and Family 

 
THANK YOU EVERYONE 

 
It was a comfort to receive so many cards, phone calls and personal contacts when Judyôs 
mother passed away in early December.  It was so sudden with not much time to let people 
know we were going to be gone or why.  We didnôt realize we had met so many people in the 
short two years we have lived in Florence Gardens until the sympathy cards started arriving. 
 
It is never easy to lose someone you love, even when you know they are in a better place.  But 
it is very comforting to know that we have moved to such a caring place as Florence Gardens.  
Again, thank you all. 
       Judy and Dennis Parsons 
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FLORENCE GARDENS SECURITY - Thank  
you, Ya All!  FG security has been asking for 
volunteers for some time now, and finally weôve 
had some success!  5 to 6 people (rounders) 
have stepped up to assist us with our House 
Watch program this coming summer. Thank 
you. 
 
A number of you will be leaving within a couple 
of months.  The house watch forms are 
available at the office, or at the Police Dept.  
These forms need to be filled out completely, 
dated and signed.  Note: to check off box 
regarding allowing security to walk and check 
the exterior of your residence.  If not, we can 
only check your residence from the street.  
Please try to put all loose items away.  We 
have some strong winds during the Monsoon 
season.  Any unsecured objects can be lethal 
weapons! 
 
We have consistently reminded residents that 
this is a retirement community.  You are retired 
- Why are you driving so fast?  The law in the 
state of Arizona is, in ñany residential area the 
maximum speed limit is TWENTY-FIVE miles 
per hour!  Please, a little concern, courtesy and 
respect.  SLOW DOWN! 
 
Keep our community safe by being aware of 
your surroundings.  If you see anyone or 
anything unusual, immediately call the Police 
Dept. at 868-7681 and report same. 
 
Enjoy your stay - Stan Hergott 
 
DOCUMENTS COMMITTEEé. The 
Documents Committee is looking for 
volunteers.  This is your opportunity to serve 
our community by helping to shape the 
documents that govern Florence Gardens.  
Please call Bob Sorcic at 868-5819 for more 
information or to volunteer.  The Committee 
meets Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE - This is a 
friendly reminder from the FGMHA Architectural 
Committee to all you that my be considering 
changes to the outside of your house, e.g., 
remodeling, adding Arizona rooms, gazebos, 
awnings, fences, sheds, etc.  Usually, most 
changes require an approval from Florence 
Gardens Architectural Committee, which is a 
simple process.  You merely pick up the paper 
work at the office, follow instructions to fill it out 
and return it.  The Architectural Committee will 
review it first, then with you in person.  They will 
be able help you stay within the Rules & 
Regulations of the Park and can usually tell if 
you may need a town permit for your project.  If 
you are in doubt, just call the office and we will 
get your questions resolved. 
 
The Architectural Committee is here to help 
keep this Park looking nice and to keep things 
uniform.  Please help us to do this by getting 
your approval and following the Rules & 
Regulations.   
 
Thank you, Larry Herman, Chairman 
 

ATTENTION GOLFERS:    
 

The fence on the South side 
of the 9th fairway is a 
decorative fence.  It is not 
made for a place for you to 
sit while you wait for your 
buddies to catch up.  It is 
not made for you to lean on 
while you retrieve your ball.  
It is not made  for you to 
crawl over to retrieve your 

ball either.  I know some of you have a difficult 
time keeping your ball from going astray.  If you 
find that sometimes your ball has strayed to the 
South side of the fence on the 9th fairway, 
please use the pass through on the West end of 
the fence.  We are trying to be good neighbors 
and hope you will do the same.  Thank you. 
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ALZHEIMERôS SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
EVERYONE - 1st Wednesday of each month 
(Wednesday, February 3) at the Florence 
Gardens Clubhouse from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
If you are a caregiver, spouse, child, neighbor 
or friend, we all need to be as informed as 
possible of the symptoms, supporting the 
family, understanding the behaviors of the 
individuals suffering from Dementia or 
Alzheimerôs disease in order to offer support to 
our families, friends and neighbors. 
 
Join the discussions with your questions, 
experiences caring for family and friends, or 
as a caregiver.  Each one has something of 
value to offer. 
 
Consult posted signs or contact Emma (868-
0472) for more information. 
 
FREE DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP...meets 
the 1st Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.  Held at the Senior Centrer in 
Florence.  Next meeting on February 4th.  
RSVP or submit questions to Mary Gonzales, 
Pinal County Division of Public Health, 
Diabetics Education Program  866-7687.  
Submitted by Corrine Johnson of Caliente, 
868-0261. 
 
CELIAC SPRUE SUPPORT GROUP...Gluten 
Intolerance (which includes wheat, rye, barley, 
oats)  Come join us for a casual meeting the 
3rd Monday of every month at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Florence Gardens Annex.  Next meeting will 
be February 15th.  
 
 Whether you have just been diagnosed, have 
had it for a long time, or want to know more 
about it.  We get together and discuss what it 
is and different ways of how to cook and learn 
to live without these grains. 
 
If questions, please call Beth Liedl at 868-
3434 or Lowell Johnson at 868-1063. 
 

LUTHERANNSé.Lutheranns, an organization 
open to all women interested in Bible study and 
fellowship, will meet on the second Wednesday 
of each month, November through April. 
 
The meeting place has changed to the old 
Library in the main Clubhouse.  Refreshments 
and fellowship are followed by a short meeting 
and Bible study. 
 
Februaryôs meeting is February 10th from 
9:15ð11:00 a.m.  Please call Hilde Majors at 
868-5774 if you have questions. 
 
TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR HEALTHé.Gisela 
Kroeger Hoffman will be returning to Florence 
Gardens from February 17 through February 
21, 2010.  She will be giving a presentation on 
Wednesday the 17th at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Florence Gardens Clubhouse.  Gisela will be 
available for private consultations during her 
stay. 
 
Gisela was here in Florence Gardens on 
November 4th to speak to us about her mother, 
Hanna Kroeger.  Hanna was known through 
out the world for her work in Holistic Healing.  
Gisela has taken over her motherôs work and is 
teaching people how to take charge of their 
health. 
 
At least 50 people were in attendance to hear 
her speak in November.  Since that time, many 
more people have expressed an interest in 
hearing and seeing her.  Mark your calendar 
now so you do not miss this opportunity. 
 
For more information or schedule an 
appointment, call Anneliese Hagemann 868-
5711 or JoAnn Trom 868-8703. 
 
 
COUNTRY STORE DATES FOR 2010 AT 
CALIENTE:  
  
January 20th, February 3rd, February 20th 
(Spring Fling), March 10th and March 24th 
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